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hints we shall see that certain effects were visible, which,
had the amalgamation of the two peoples been allowed to
continue uninterruptedly for a longer period, and had there
been no disturbing element in the north of Spain and in
Africa, would in all probability have led to some marked
modification in one or both religions, and even to their
nearer assimilation.

CHAPTER IX.

HERESIES IN SPAIN.

SUCH mixtures of religions are by no means without
example in history. The Sabians, for instance, were
the followers of a religion, which may have been a cross
between Judaism, Christianity, and Magianisrn.1 But
Mohammedanism itself has furnished the most marked
instances of such amalgamation. In Persia Islam combined
with the creed of Zoroaster to produce Babyism; while in
India Hinduism and Mohammedanism, fused together by
the genius of Nanak Guru, have resulted in Sikhism.

It may be said that Mohammedanism has been able to
unite with Zoroastrianism and Hinduism owing to their
very dissimilarity with itself, whereas Christianity is too-
near akin to Islam to combine with it in such a way as to
produce a religion like both, and yet different from either.2
Christianity and I\!ohamrnedanism, each have two cardinal
doctrines (and two only) which cannot be abrogated if they
are. to remain distinctive creeds. In one of these, the unity

1 For an attempted compromise between Christianity and Brahman-
ism, see the proceedings of Beschi, a Roman Catholic priest, "Educa-
tion and Missions," p. 14.          2 Cp<j however> the Druse religion.